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We focus on the law so colleges, universities 
and schools can focus on education

 ¡ Accreditation
 ¡ Admissions
 ¡ Appellate
 ¡ Athletics
 ¡ Campus safety,  

the Clery Act,  
VAWA and Title IX

 ¡ Charters
 ¡ Civil rights
 ¡ Contracts
 ¡ Data security  

and privacy
 ¡ Desegregation
 ¡ Disability 

accommodation
 ¡ Disclosure/reporting 

compliance
 ¡ Discrimination
 ¡ Distance  

education
 ¡ Entity formation

 ¡ Equity
 ¡ Facilities
 ¡ Faculty tenure
 ¡ Federal and  

state funding
 ¡ Finance
 ¡ Freedom of speech  

and religion
 ¡ Fundraising and 

foundations
 ¡ Governance
 ¡ Grants
 ¡ Grievances and 

discipline
 ¡ Intellectual property
 ¡ Investigations
 ¡ Labor and 

employment
 ¡ Litigation and 

administrative 
actions

 ¡ Policies, procedures 
and handbooks

 ¡ Privacy, FERPA and 
state law

 ¡ Promoting diversity
 ¡ Real estate and 

athletic facilities
 ¡ Risk management
 ¡ Rulemaking and  

lobbying
 ¡ State authorization
 ¡ Strategic planning
 ¡ Student affairs
 ¡ Student assignment
 ¡ Title IV Federal  

Student Aid
 ¡ Title IX sexual 

misconduct
 ¡ Unitary status
 ¡ Whistleblower claims
 ¡ Voting rights

Specialty Areas 

Educational institutions face rapidly shifting 
compliance, operational and litigation 
pressures. With so much at stake, more than 
100 institutions turn to us for legal guidance 
so they can concentrate on providing efficient 
service to their students and communities.

Husch Blackwell’s education attorneys 
represent research institutions, regional 
universities, private colleges, nursing and  
allied health schools, community colleges, 
proprietary schools, publicly traded school 
groups and K-12 districts. We help clients 
identify and resolve critical problems through 
legal compliance audits, policy programs,  
intellectual property guidance, training, 
investigations, litigation and general counsel.

All About Education

Representative Experience

Compliance Overhaul  
Maps Future
Situation After piecemeal updates, 
a university’s policies, procedures 
and handbooks were inconsistent 
and out of compliance. 

Result Our team performed a legal 
compliance audit, identifying key  
areas of concern. We guided the 
university through a complete  
overhaul of its policies, procedures  
and primary compliance systems. 
We created custom live and online 
compliance training, building  
awareness throughout the institution.

Effective Response  
on Three Fronts
Situation A vocational college failed  
to meet Department of Education 
financial stability requirements.  
The Department filed an emergency 
action to revoke Title IV eligibility, an 
accrediting agency put the college  
on probation, and the state threatened  
to revoke operating authority.

Result We coordinated simultaneous  
responses to the Department, accreditor 
and state. The Department and 
state issued stays and we avoided 
accreditation withdrawal, giving the 
college time to evaluate strategy.  

Groundbreaking Teacher  
Protection Judgment
Situation The superintendent of a  
major public school district was  
sued for failing to prevent an act of 
student violence under a theory  
that failure to supervise resulted in  
a dangerous student being admitted  
to the school.

Result We obtained summary  
judgment on a groundbreaking 
application of the Paul D. Coverdell 
Teacher Liability Protection Act and 
secured an affirmance before the  
state supreme court. 

OCR Finds Complaint 
Unsubstantiated
Situation Following a university  
student discrimination complaint,  
the U.S. Department of Education’s  
Office for Civil Rights (OCR)  
initiated an investigation.  

Result We appeared as counsel  
for the university and worked with  
OCR to respond to its information 
requests, set up interviews, provide 
documentation and advocate the 
university’s defense. OCR found the 
complaint unsubstantiated and  
required no further university action. 

 

Strategic Worldwide Protection  
for Scientific Innovation
Situation A faculty team at a major 
university developed cancer vaccine 
technology.

Result We guided the institution  
and faculty through the creation of  
an intellectual property filing strategy, 
resulting in a worldwide patent  
portfolio. That enabled the university 
to negotiate licensing arrangements, 
including a license to develop and 
commercialize cancer vaccine 
technology for humans and another  
for non-human and animal uses. 
 

Circuit Court Rejects FCA 
Whistleblower Claim
Situation A former college employee 
sued under the False Claims Act, 
alleging the college violated Title IV 
Federal Student Aid (FSA) regulations 
based on an implied false certification 
theory.

Result We vigorously defended the 
college, obtaining summary judgment  
on all the relator’s claims. Affirming, the 
U.S. Court of Appeals for the Seventh 
Circuit rejected plaintiff’s theory and 
held mere noncompliance with FSA 
regulations does not automatically 
terminate FSA eligibility.
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Attorney Contacts

Lynnette Siegel 
Senior Counsel, Kansas City, MO  
lynnette.siegel@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8314

Maurice Watson
Chairman, Kansas City, MO  
maurice.watson@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8164

Allan Hallquist 
Partner, Kansas City, MO  
allan.hallquist@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8136

Anne Cartwright 
Senior Counsel, Kansas City, MO  
anne.cartwright@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8351

Kimberley Mathis 
Of Counsel, St. Louis, MO 
kim.mathis@huschblackwell.com 
314.345.6456

Lisa Parker Freeman 
Senior Counsel, Chicago, IL  
lisa.parkerfreeman@huschblackwell.com 
312.526.1539

Elizabeth Bozicevic 
Associate, St. Louis, MO  
elizabeth.bozicevic@huschblackwell.com 
314.480.1844

Sean Tassi
Associate, Kansas City, MO 
sean.tassi@huschblackwell.com  
816.983.8330

David Solberg
Associate, Kansas City, MO  
david.solberg@huschblackwell.com
816.983.8393

Virginia Fry
Partner, Springfield, MO  
virginia.fry@huschblackwell.com 
417.268.4059

Ben Irwin 
Associate, Kansas City, MO
ben.irwin@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8367

Joseph Cornelison 
Senior Counsel, Kansas City, MO  
joeseph.cornelison@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8280

John Borkowski 
Partner, Chicago, IL  
john.borkowski@huschblackwell.com 
312.526.1538

Denise Mayfield 
Partner, Austin, TX  
denise.mayfield@huschblackwell.com 
512.370.3413

Elizabeth Samples
Senior Counsel, Kansas City, MO  
elizabeth.samples@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8271

Derek Teeter 
Partner, Kansas City, MO 
derek.teeter@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8331

Group Leader 
Hayley Hanson
Partner, Kansas City, MO 
hayley.hanson@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8377

T.R. Bynum 
Associate, St. Louis, MO  
t.r.bynum@huschblackwell.com 
314.480.1682

Martin Loring 
Partner, Kansas City, MO 
martin.loring@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8142

Mark Falkowski 
Associate, St. Louis, MO  
mark.falkowski@huschblackwell.com
314.480.1974

James Monafo 
Partner, St. Louis, MO  
jim.monafo@huschblackwell.com 
314.480.1925

Ginger Gooch
Partner, Springfield, MO
ginger.gooch@huschblackwell.com 
417.268.4128

Kyle Seelbach
Partner, Kansas City, MO  
kyle.seelbach@huschblackwell.com 
314.480.1882

Lindsay Chapman 
Senior Counsel, Kansas City, MO  
lindsay.chapman@huschblackwell.com 
816.983.8354

Aleks Ostojic Rushing
Associate, St. Louis, MO  
aleks.rushing@huschblackwell.com 
314.345.6275

About Our Firm
Husch Blackwell is an industry-focused, full-service litigation and business law 
firm with 19 offices across the U.S. and in London. We represent national and 
global leaders in major industries including energy and natural resources; financial 
services; food and agribusiness; healthcare, life sciences and education; real estate, 
development and construction; and technology, manufacturing and transportation.




